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TINTWISTLE  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


FOR  THE  YEAR  1900. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Rural 
District  Council  of  Tintwistle. 

Mottram, 

February  8th,  1901. 

Gentlemen, 

1  beg  to  submit  to  you  my  Annual  Report  of 
the  health  and  sanitary  condition  of  your  District 
for  the  past  year,  together  with  the  statistics  of 
sickness  and  mortality  on  the  Forms  supplied  by  the 


Local  Government  Board. 

Population — Census,  1891 .  2,576 

„  Estimated  to  middle  of  1900...  2,200 

Area  in  Acres  . 13,368 

Birth  Rate  per  1000  living .  26*3 

Death  Rate  per  1000  living  . . .  15*9 

Zymotic  Death  Rate  per  1000  living .  1*3 

Death  Rate  of  Children  under  1  year  per 

1000  Registered  Births .  103*4 


BIRTH-RATE. — During  the  year  58  births  have 
been  registered.  zz  oh  ) 

The  birth-rate  is  2*4  above  the  mean  birth-rate  from 
1893-1899  inclusive. 

The  following  fable  shows  the  number  of  births 
and  the  birth-rate  for  the  past  five  years  : — 
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Year. 

Number  of 
Births. 

Rate  per  1,000. 

Population.  j 

1896 

61 

23-1 

2630 

1897 

60 

24-9 

2403 

1898 

49 

20 

2450 

1899 

43 

19-5 

2200 

1900 

58 

26  3 

2200 

DEATH-RATE, — The  number  of  deaths  registered 
at  all  ages  during  the  year  was  35.  - 

The  death-rate  is  *2  per  1,000  above  the  mean  death- 
rate  from  1893  to  1899. 

Of  the  total  number  of  deaths  registered  6  occurred 
to  children  under  1  year ;  5  between  1  and  5  ;  3  between 
5  and  15  ;  3  between  15  and  25  ;  10  between  25  and  65  ; 
and  8  above  65  years. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  deaths 
and  the  death-rate  since  1896  : — 


Year. 

Number  of 
Deaths. 

Rate  per 
1,000. 

Infant 

Mortality 

under 

1  Year. 

Rate  per 
1,000. 

Population. 

1898 

42 

15-9 

8 

3 

2630 

1897 

32 

13-3 

5 

2 

2403 

1898 

37 

15*1 

7 

2*8 

2450 

1899 

33 

15* 

3 

1*3 

2200 

1900 

35 

ii  -  ).  ' 

15*9 

6 

* 

2-7 

2200 

5 


INFANT  MORTALXTY.--The  average  is  much  higher 
than  it  should  be,  but  it  is  satisfactory  to  note  a  con¬ 
siderable  average  decrease  during  the  last  6  years. 

The  cause  of  death  in  infants  in  many  cases 
apparently  due  to  exposure,  want  of  care  and  im¬ 
proper  feeding.  In  most  of  our  manufacturing  dis¬ 
tricts  a  large  percentage  of  infants  are  placed  out 
to  nurse,  and  very  little  regularity  as  to  time,  quantity, 
or  kind  of  food  is  observed.  Starchy  food,  usually 
bread,  either  added  to  milk,  or  given  in  water  sweet¬ 
ened  with  sugar,  or,  what  is  still  worse,  a  bit  of  any¬ 
thing  that  happens  to  be  going,  is  generally  used. 

Instructions  are  constantly  given  to  mothers  and  to 
those  who  have  the  care  of  infants  how  to  feed  them, 
but  it  is  almost  impossible  to  make  a  lasting  impres¬ 
sion  on  them  of  the  high  value  of  milk  only  as  food  for 
young  children,  and  in  spite  of  advice  to  the  contrary 
they  generally  return  to  their  own  injurious  methods. 

Insanitary  conditions  also  play  a  part  in  the  high 
death-rate  of  infants,  but  it  is  small  a»  compared 
with  improper  feeding,  want  of  care  and  management. 

Pamphlets  on  the  Feeding,  Care,  and  Management 
of  Young  Children,  by  Dr.  Vacher,  County  Medical 
Officer  of  Health,  containing  excellent  advice,  have 
been  distributed  to  persons  with  young  families  in 
the  district,  and  others  left  with  the  Registrar  to  give 
to  parents  when  i  egistering  the  births  of  their  infant  s, 
and  will  no  doubt  accomplish  some  good  if  mothers 
will  only  attend  to  the  instructions  given. 
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The  following  Table  shows  the  cause  of,  and  ages  at, 
death,  of  children  under  1  year : — 


i 

Infectious  Diseases. 

Other  Diseases. 

Age  at  Death. 

None 

Ateiectisis  1 

1  Infant  was  under 

1  hour. 

Convulsions  3 

2  Infants  were  under 

1  month. 

Inanition  1 

1  Infant  between  1  and 

2  months. 

• 

Tubes  \ 

t 

1 1 

Mesenterica  ) 

1  Infant  between  2  and 

3  months. 

1  Infant  between  3  and 

4  months. 

j  Total 

6 

6 

Phthisis  caused  7  de  »ths,  equal  to  a  death-rate  of  31 
per  1,000  living.  Since  the  stoppage  of  a  large  cotton 
factorj,  and  the  destruction  by  fire  of  another,  in  1899, 
there  has  been  a  large  number  of  unemployed,  and 
consequently  a  great  deal  of  distress  in  the  Tintwistle 
portion  of  the  district  amongst  the  operatives  who 
were  unable  to  obtain  immediate  employment.  These 
conditions  would  naturally  tend  to  lower  the  state  of 
the  bodily  health,  and  by  decreasing  the  resisting  power 
of  the  body  to  disease,  may  in  some  measure  account 
for  the  increase  in  the  number  of  deaths  from  this 
disease,  particularly  in  families  were  there  is  tuber¬ 
cular  tendency. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES.— The  number  of  cases 
of  infectious  diseases  notified  was  7  viz  :  6  Scarlatina 

and  1  Enteric  fever. 

SCARLATINA.— The  first  case  occurred  on  Feb.  3rd, 
and  was  the  last  case  of  a  small  outbreak;  that  com¬ 
menced  in  the  same  locality  at  the  end  of  the  previous 

December. 

On  February  4th,  a  case  appeared  in  the  Hattersley 
portion  of  the  district,  and  the  infecti  on  was  traced 
to  Hyde.  After  an  interval  of  nearly  three  months, 
two  other  children  at  the  Manse,  Tintwistle,  were  in¬ 
fected,  where  one  of  the  former  cases  occurred  in 
December,  1899.  This  house  had  been  disinfected  and 
every  possible  care  taken  to  prevent  the.  infection 
spreading  to  the  other  members  of  the  family,  but  in 
this  instance  it  is  evident  that  some  of.  the  specific 
organisms  had  escaped  destruction,  and  infected  the 
other  children  after  a  long  interval.  The  district  was 
then  free  until  May,  when  an  isolated  case  was  reported 
a  few  houses  distant  from  one  of  the  December  cases 
in  Tintwistle,  but  the  disease  did  not  spread.  It  was 
of  a  mild  type,  and  no  deaths  occurred.  Most  of  these 
children  attend  the  same  school,  and  often  play  to¬ 
gether.  The  remaining  case  occurred  in  Hattersley, 
and  was  contracted  at  Gee  Cross,  near  Hyde,  where  the 
disease  was  prevalent  at  the  time. 

WHOOPING  COUGH— This  disease  was  prevalent 
during  the  summer  months,  and  one  death  compli¬ 
cated  with  Bronchitis  resulted. 
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ENTERIC  FEVER. — One  case  only.  The  person 
attacked  works  away  from  home.  No  sanitary  defects 
were  discoverable  about  the  premises. 

ACTION  TAKEN  TO  PREVENT  THE  SPREAD 
OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES.— Isolation  is  carried 
out  as  far  as  possible,  and  the  parents  of  children 
suffering  from  such  diseases  are  instructed  to 
keep  all  other  members  of  the  family  from  attending 
school,  and  other  £)eople’s  children  from  entering  the 
infected  house  until  the  Medical  Attendant  informs 
them  that  all  risk  of  infection  is  over.  Similar 
information  is  also  given  to  the  schoolmasters.  The 
premises  are  examined  for  insanitary  conditions. 
Disinfectants  are  also  supplied  gratuitously  during  the 
illness,  and  houses,  clothes,  and  bedding  thoroughly 
disinfected. 


WATER  SUPPLY.- — The  water  supply  is  abundant 
and  of  good  quality. 

MILK  SHOPS. — There  are  no  milk  shops,  the 
supply  being  obtained  from  the  outlying  farms. 

LODGING  HOUSES.— There  are  no  Common 
Lodging  Houses  in  the  district. 


NOXIOUS  TRADES. — No  Noxious  Trades  are 
carried  on  in  the  locality. 
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COWSHEDS,  DAIRIES,  &c.— These  have  been 
visited,  and  generally  found  to  be  clean,  and  in  some 
instances  more  ventilation  and  light  have  been 
provided. 

INSPECTIONS —Periodical  inspections  have  been 
made  in  company  with  the  Sanitary  Inspectoi,  and 
insanitary  conditions  noted  and  remedied. 

SANITARY  IMPROVEMENTS.  —  The  Sanitary 
Inspector  reports  that  the  drains  from  which  sewer 
gas  was  escaping  into  the  house  at  the  Manse  have 
been  altered  and  disconnected.  At  the  property  at 
Cocker  Hill  new  drains  have  been  laid,  and  all 
slopstone  pipes  disconnected.  New  drains  have  been 
constructed  at  the  WAggon  and  Horses  Inn,  and  new 
gully  and  trap  put  in  at  the  Bull’s  Head  Inn.  These 
sanitary  improvements  have  been  carried  out  owing 
to  defective  and  choked  drains  on  these  premises 
causing  nuisances  on  the  public  road,  and,  in  some 
cases,  in  the  back  yard  of  the  properties.  A  number 
of  other  cases  have  been  served  with  notices,  and  the 
nuisances  have  been  abated.  In  one  instance  proceed¬ 
ings  were  instituted  at  court,  and  defendants 
convicted  for  refusing  to  remove  an  open  ditch  full 
of  stagnant  sewage  matter,  near  the  public  road. 

REFUSE  REMOVAL.— The  emptying  of  closets 
and  ashpits,  and  attention  to  those  parts  of  the 
district  where  it  was  required  most,  have  also  received 
the  supervision  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 

The  following  is  the  return  of  the  vaccination  of 
children  registered  during  the  year  :— 
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Tintwistle.  Hattersley. 

Successfully  Vaccinated  .  36  4 

Insusceptible  of  Vaccination .  —  — 

Died  Unvaccinated .  4  — 

Postponed  by  Medical  Certificate . .  —  — 

Certificates  of  Conscientious  Objection 
under  Vaccination  Act  (Exemption) .  2  — 


Removed  from  District  .  —  .  — 

Outstanding  Cases  Unvaccinated .  8  .  4 


Total .  50  .  8 


I  am,  Gentlemen,  your  obedient  servant, 


W  E.  S.  BURNETT,  M.O.H. 


Feb.  8th,  1901. 


Printed  at  the  “  North  Cheshire  Herald”  Office,  Hyde. 


